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Five Studies on
2 Timothy
Introduction 

We meet Timothy in Acts 16 when he is already a well-known Christian in the area. From then on, Timothy is a partner in the missionary and teaching work of Paul and Silas. Paul often uses Timothy to act in his place, either leaving him in a city that needs help when Paul cannot stay
 or sending him to a city that needs gospel oversight where Paul cannot go.
 Timothy is a co-author of several of Paul’s letters.
 These points demonstrate that Timothy is a trusted teacher of the gospel and a significant figure in the early church in his own right. Paul writes to Timothy as his spiritual father and mentor, but also as a fellow teacher of the gospel.
Paul writes this letter from prison in Rome. He has been imprisoned before but this time it is more official and much more serious. Paul has already appeared before a Roman court and this seems to have gone well (in that he is still alive); but Paul is not optimistic about getting out of prison. He encourages Timothy to keep teaching the gospel and asks Timothy to come visit him in Rome.

2 Timothy 1:1-14

Read 1:1-7
What stands out to you from this passage?
How does Paul describe himself? How might this comfort Timothy as Paul faces execution?
What does Paul call Timothy? What does this show us about spiritual relationships?

How does Paul express his love for Timothy?
Do you constantly pray for those you love? Who should you pray for more?
Where did Timothy's faith come from?

How have families and friends encouraged us to come to faith in Jesus?
What does it mean to “fan into flame” a gift from God? Do God's gifts require us to make any effort?
How can you develop the gifts God has given you?
How does Paul describe the Spirit? (v7) How does this shape the way we use our gifts in the church?

Read 1:7-14
What strikes you from this passage?

Why might Timothy have been ashamed or frightened?
What is Timothy to do instead of being ashamed? How?
What has God done for us?

When was grace given to us? How was this revealed to us?

Why is Paul suffering? Why is Paul not ashamed of this?
Are you ever ashamed or frightened to testify for the gospel? What circumstances cause this?
How can we learn to witness for Christ in such circumstances?

Why is Paul convinced that Jesus can guard him? (v12)

If Paul is in prison and suffering, what is Jesus guarding?
What are our priorities in our life today? 

How do Paul’s priorities of the life to come and serving and testifying to Jesus challenge these?

What does Paul tell Timothy to do? (v13-14)
What is the good deposit?
 How does the Spirit help us guard it?
How is Paul encouraging Timothy to endure suffering?
How has the patient suffering of other Christians encouraged you?
In what ways does following Jesus make your life more difficult? What example do you set when this happens?
Does your life display the trust Paul had, through times of difficulty and opposition? In what ways can you learn from Paul’s example?

Suggested Prayer Points:

· Thank God for the gift of his spirit as a deposit of the life to come

· Pray that we would each be filled more and more by His Spirit and that this would enable us to prioritise the things of God and our witness to Christ

· Pray for any areas which people in the group have raised where they struggle to prioritise or represent God.
2 Timothy 1:13 to 2:15
Read 1:13 to 2:7
What strikes you from this passage?

How does Paul want Timothy to use the teaching Paul gave him?
How have people in the province of Asia treated Paul? 

How is Onesiphorous’ attitude different to Phygelus and Hermogenes? How is that reflected in his actions?
How does Onesiphorous’ attitude and actions challenge us in our lives today?

How does Paul respond to Onesiphorus' help? What does this prayer say about God's role in Christian perseverance?
What instructions does Paul give Timothy? (2:1-3) 

How do these encourage Timothy to live for Christ? Should he do it alone?
When living for Christ is difficult do we try to go alone? Or do we share our lives with others in an appropriate fashion?

How does Paul describe the Christian life? (v3-6) What point is he trying to make with these images?
Given Paul describes Christians as like soldiers, what might the “civilian affairs” he says to avoid be today? (2:4)
In what ways are you caught up in such civilian affairs? How do Paul's instructions to Timothy suggest we should change?
What does Paul tell Timothy to do with these words? (2:7) Why?
Where have you gained insight by reflecting on God’s Word?
Read 2:8-15
What stands out to you?
How does Paul express his gospel?
How does Paul's life reflect his instructions to Timothy? (v9-10)
What is the contrast between Paul and the word of God? (v9) What point is Paul making by this comparison?
What is the end goal of Paul's life? (v11)

What does the saying (2:11-13) say about us? What does it say about God?
How does this saying reflect the gospel?
How should this knowledge shape Timothy's goals for others? (v14) For himself? (v15)
What are the main goals of your life? How are they similar and different to Paul's?
What would it look like for you to be an “unashamed workman” in your role in life? What blessings and responsibilities has God given you? 

Suggested Prayer Points:

· Thank God for the Good News that Jesus was raised from the dead to grant us new life.

· Pray for people that feel they need to change their priorities that their goals would be more Christ-centred
· Pray that we will reflect on and handle God’s Word correctly

· Pray that we will be unashamed workmen in our roles in life

2 Timothy 2:14 to 3:9

Read 2 Timothy 2:11-24. 
What stood out to you from this passage?
What are the “these things” that Timothy is to remind people of?
What kind of speech does Paul want the church to avoid? (v14) What kind does he want Timothy to avoid? (v16)
What are the consequences of these kinds of talk?
How do the consequences of handling the word of truth rightly contrast this? (v15)
What topics or situations tempt you to quarrel or chatter?

Are these situations such where we can instead speak words of truth? 
What is wrong with Hymenaeus and Philetus' teaching? Have you come across examples of such teaching?

Why does this type of teaching undermine faith?
What kind of teacher is Timothy told to be? (v15) How does this contrast with Hymenaeus and Philetus?
How is God’s foundation of how faith sealed in our lives? (v19) How have we experienced this?
What should we cleanse ourselves from? (v20-23) What should we pursue?
What happens when we are made clean? (v21) How does Christ’s sacrifice make you feel able to serve God?

What is God's servant or slave to be like? (v24) What must they avoid? 
Are we ever resentful? How do we avoid being so?

We cleanse ourselves in order to be ready for every good work. Do you feel prepared to do any good work?
When have we been able to do good works? Does anything ever hold us back?
Can we plan to deliberately do good works? When?
How can we remain open to unexpected opportunities to do good?
Read 2 Timothy 2:24 - 3:9. 
What struck you from this passage?
How is the Lord’s servant to treat those who oppose him? Why?

Is this how we treat those who oppose us? What can we improve at?
When are the last days? How does Paul describe people in these days? 
The last days started with the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost (see Acts 2:17). Therefore Paul’s description of difficult times is already coming about at the time of his writing to Timothy and is what much of the letter is about.
Jannes and Jambres are the names given in Jewish literature to the magicians who opposed Moses (Ex. 7:8-13). While these do not appear in the Old Testament account, they would be known to Timothy and other Jews, with the names generally used as examples for those who oppose God.

What does it look like to love pleasure rather than God? When are we at risk of doing this?
What does it mean to have the appearance of godliness but deny its power?
Why won't these opponents of the truth succeed?
Paul has described many different ungodly things. Did any of them remind you of yourself? 
How can we change and leave behind such things? 
Suggested Prayer Points:
· Thank God for Christ having cleansed us of our sins

· Ask for any areas where people struggle with ungodliness that God will work by his Spirit in people’s hearts

· Ask that we would be more and more prepared to do any good work that God puts in front of us

2 Timothy 3:8 to 4:8

Read 2 Timothy 3:8-17. 
What struck you from this passage?
How has Paul been an example to Timothy? (v10-11)
Who are the examples of how to follow Christ that have encouraged and helped us?

According to Paul, what do all Christians have in common? (v12) 
How is life different for impostors? (v13)
In what ways have we suffered difficulties or persecution?

Do such difficulties mean you are doing the wrong thing?
What does Paul tell Timothy to do? (v14-15) 

How do we persevere in the faith when we face difficulties? 
How does Paul describe scripture? (v15-17) 

Which parts of Scripture do we find difficult to understand the use of? How can we learn to understand these and apply them to our lives? 
Do we experience Scripture as useful in each of the areas of teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness? How can we use Scripture more in these areas?
How do we experience Scripture equipping us for every good work in our lives today?

Read 2 Timothy 4:1-8. 
What stands out to you?

What are the things that Paul considers it important to remind Timothy of before he gives his charge? (v1) Why are these things encouraging?
Why does Paul mention judgment as well as our hope? 

Are we comfortable that one day we will be judged?

What is Paul's charge to Timothy? 
What does Paul mean by “out of season”? (v2) What causes this? (v3-4)

Have we ever experienced times when people only seemed to preach what others wanted to hear?

How do we keep to sound doctrine in our lives?

When do we find it hard to speak the truths of the word? 
How can we make sure we're sticking to the truth, and not just saying what people want to hear?

How does Paul tell Timothy to carry out the charge? (v2 and 5) 

How will this make Timothy different to the teachers people gather to themselves to tell them what they want to here? (v3-5)

In what ways does Paul’s charge and instructions to Timothy apply to us today? 

When do need to practice patience and keep our heads? How do you find perseverance in such situations?
What is Paul’s example? What is he looking forward to? 

How does this motivate us to stick to the truth and endure hard times? 
Suggested Prayer Points:
· Thank God for the hope that we have of Christ appearing and being a part of his kingdom

· Thank God for the people who have been example’s that have encouraged us in our Christian walk

· Pray that we would keep to sound doctrine and speak the whole word of truth

· Pray for those in difficult situations that they would be able to persevere and represent Christ
2 Timothy 4:6-22 

What have you seen in 2 Timothy so far?

Read 2 Timothy 4:5-22.
What struck you from this passage?
How does Paul describe his situation? 
What has been the purpose of Paul’s life?

What is the purpose or goal of your life? Is it apparent in your speech and deeds?
What is Paul looking forward to? Why?

Do we see death in the same way Paul does? Should we?
Paul says Demas deserted him because “he loved the world.” What is wrong with this? (v9-10)
In what ways do we find things of this world distracting us from following God? 

How can we avoid being distracted by these things?

Paul talks of many people and where they are in v10-14. What do we learn about his ministry from this? 
How does Paul handle Alexander’s opposition? (v14-15) How is God central to this?

How do we handle it when others oppose us? How can we keep our eyes on God in such situations? 
How does Paul describe his defence in court? How did God help him?
What was the most  important thing for Paul about his testimony in court? Should others hearing the message of the Gospel be such a priority in our lives?

What is Paul’s attitude to those who deserted him? Do we have the same attitude when others let us down?

How does Paul express confidence in God for the future? (v18) Does this make sense, since Paul was eventually executed?
When we face difficulties and struggles in our lives how do we trust God to look after us? How can we learn to do so more?

What does the end of the letter show us about Paul and Timothy's relationships? (v19-21)
What does Paul repeating his request for Timothy to come when he was alone show about he valued their friendship?
How much do we seek and value the support and encouragement our Christian friendships can provide in the tough times?

How can we build and maintain such friendships? 
What have you learned from 2 Timothy as a whole? How does this encourage you to keep the faith?

Suggested Prayer Points:
· Thank God for the close Christian friendships we have.

· Ask that we would develop these friendships

· Pray that when we face opposition we would keep our eyes on God and rely on him.
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� Acts 17:14-15


� 1 Thessalonians 3:1-3, 1 Corinthians 4:17


� 1 Thessalonians 1:1, 2 Thessalonians 1:1, 2 Corinthians 1:1


� In the Greek the word παραθήκη (here translated as “deposit”) means something given in trust to someone for faithful keeping. A different Greek word, ἀρραβὼν is used in Eph. 1:14 and 2 Cor. 1:22, 5:5 for the pledge of the Spirit. This second word is also translated deposit in the NIV although the Greek has a different emphasis.


� There is a clear contrast in the Greek between what these teachers do in v4 and what Timothy is to do in v5. While this is not brought out so clearly in the ESV, the NIV uses “But you” at the beginning of v5 to show that Timothy should be very obviously different.
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