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Studies in James

Introduction

It is likely that James was written by James the brother of Jesus to address how a Christian community lives. The letter encourages growth looking at how faith brings about actions, at how Christians speak and live together, at the prideful actions that angers God and how God’s grace causes humility in believer’s lives. While there are few direct references to Jesus, with only two by name, it is the grace and mercy that God showed in sending Jesus that underlies the demand for a response from the recipients by showing their faith in their daily lives. This message of the grace and mercy that God shows through Jesus demanding a response in our lives is just as relevant for us today.
Study 1: James 1:1 to 1:18 – Christian endurance
Read James 1:1-18. 
What stand outs to you from this passage? Were any words or ideas repeated?

How does James relate to Jesus? Do we consider our relationship to Jesus in the same way?

How does James address the people he is writing to? (See both v1 and v2) Why?

How does James encourage his readers to face trials? Why?

Do trials have this effect on us?

What does James mean by wisdom? (How is it different to knowledge?)

How does wisdom (v5) help perseverance finish its work (v4)?

How are we told to ask for wisdom? Why?

How does James describe a “double-minded” person? (v6 - 8) How can we avoid being like one?

Read James 1:9-11.
What should the poor take pride in? How should the rich behave? 

Do we take pride in the same things? Why/why not?

Read James 1:12-18
What does James want the recipients to look forward to? To whom has God promised this?

How could a trial be a blessing?

How do you relate to God when you're going through a trial?

Where does temptation come from? Where can it lead?

How do we deal with temptation? Where can we improve?

How do we avoid being dragged away from God by our temptations?
Where do good things come from? Why does James emphasise that God does not change?
How has God chosen us? For what did God choose us?
How does the passage help us when we face trials? 

How does understanding what God provides enable us to avoid being deceived, blaming God, and following our temptations?

What are our attitudes when we face difficulties? What do we need to change in these circumstances?
Prayer Points:

· Thank God that he has chosen us and provides us with all good things
· Pray for the areas in which we struggle with temptation that we would not be dragged away from God
· Pray for things you should change to reduce temptation
Study 2: James 1:19 to 2:13 – True religion
Read James 1:16-25.
What strikes you from this passage? What words and ideas come up more than once?

What instructions are we given? What are we told to avoid?

What does James mean by “the word” in v18 and v22? If he is also referring to Jesus, what does that add to the passage?

How do we relate to the word (both meanings)?

Focus 1:22-27. 
How should the word shape our character? Why is this important?

How does James describe the person who hears but does not act?

In what ways are you already letting the word shape your character? Are there areas where you resist it?

What kind of religion is worthless? What religion does God accept? Why are these things so important to God?
How can we keep ourselves “from being polluted by the world”?

Read 2:1-7.
What sort of behaviour is James criticising? Why?

Does God choose the rich or the poor? Is this reflected by our church’s behaviour?
Do we show favouritism in our lives? Do we judge people by their clothing or appearance?

Read 2:8-13
How can we keep the law? How might we break it?

Why is showing favouritism so damaging?

What difference does breaking one law make?

Do we find the command to “Love our neighbour” easy? Why not?

How are we told to speak and act? What does that mean? 

What is the relationship between mercy and judgement? 

How does being merciful give us freedom?

When do we want to be shown mercy by God? By others?
When you speak about other people and to them, are you merciful or judgmental? What about when you think about them?

How do our attitudes need to change to make us more merciful? 

If you seek to be merciful to the faults of others, how does that change your actions? 

Prayer Points:
· Thank God for sending Jesus and giving us his Word in written form in the Bible

· Pray that his Word and not the world would shape our character in particular showing in showing mercy to others

· Pray we would learn to love others more and that this would be reflected in our speech and actions

Study 3: James 2:14 to 2:26 – Living faith

Read James 2:8-26. 
What strikes you about this passage?
Read James 2:14-17
Will just saying that you have faith save you? What else does James expect from those who genuinely believe?
What kind of actions does James expect? (see v15-17)
What attitude towards other Christians does James condemn?
How does this clarify what James said about favoritism to the rich in 2:1-13?
In what areas do we struggle to respond to the struggles of others with love?

Read James 2:18-24
How does James connect faith and actions? What relationship do the two things have in James' mind?
What is wrong with how the demons believe? How does this differ from the faith James wants to encourage?
How can we avoid a faith that knows the facts of what Christ has done, but does not affect our lives?

Read Romans 4:1-3 and then read James 2:21-24. 
What part of Abraham's story does Paul focus on?
What part does James emphasise? 
What were Abraham's works and what motivated them?
Could Abraham have done this without faith?
What was the result of Abraham believing God? 
How does believing God affect our actions?

Read Joshua 2:1-14, and compare with James 2:24-26. 
Why is a prostitute called righteous? Were all Rahab's works righteous? 
How are the actions James encourages different to the common view of goodness or righteousness?
If faith leads to works, do works lead to faith?
What shows our faith is alive? 
How does your faith affect your daily life?

Where should faith change your daily life more?

Prayer Points:

· Thank God that he forgives our sin and treat our righteousness as faith although we do not believe this forgiveness

· Pray that our faith would be expressed in our daily lives

· Pray for the areas where our faith should change our lives more 
Study 4: James 3:1-18 – Taming the Tongue 

Read 3:1-18.
What impression did the passage make on you? What stuck in your memory?
Why does James says few should presume to be teachers? (v1)
In what ways do we all stumble?
How does James describe the tongue?
Focus on 3:7-12
In what way is the tongue full of deadly poison?
What contrast does James describe about our speech? What does this reveal about us?

How bad is speaking curses or negative desires about other people? 
What link is there between God and the people who are cursed? Why does cursing men conflict with praising God?
Do we curse or speak negatively about others? 
What is James illustrating when he talks about springs and trees? How should this apply to the way we choose our words?
In what ways do you struggle to control your words? Are there any habits of speech you need to change?

What do these struggles reveal about us?
Focus on 3:13-18
How does James suggest wisdom should be demonstrated? Why? 

What behaviour does James contrast with wisdom?

Where does this false wisdom come from? What does it look like?

How does false wisdom lead to wrong speech (as described in v1-12)?

Where does the true wisdom come from? Does the origin matter? 

How does James describe heavenly wisdom? How should each of these descriptions change the way we speak?

Where might we find good examples of living with heavenly wisdom?
What does James see as the result of heavenly wisdom? (see v18) Is this result always something the world praises?

Is the harvest of righteousness immediate?

Consider the attributes in listed in verse 17. In which of these do you need to grow the most?

How do we grow in these attributes? 

Suggested prayer points:

· For God to cleanse us from envy and selfishness

· For the Spirit to grow us in each of the attributes of peacemakers 

· That we would seek to bless others and not put them down 

· That we would control our tongues using them to bring praise to God

Study 5 – James 4:1-12 – Motivation matters

Read James 4:1-12. 
What stands out to you from this passage? 

What sort of community does it seem James is describing? Is that what we would expect of the church?

What causes conflict in the church? 

How does this apply to your church situation?

Why don't the recipients of the letter have what they want?

Do you ever pray with the wrong motives? 

What helps us pray, given our mixed motives? 

Read James 4:4-10
How do your friends influence you?

How does James describe those who choose to be friends with the world? 

Why does James call the recipients of the letter adulterers? 

What does Scripture say concerning this? (v5) What does this mean for us?

In what ways do we put things of the world above God? How can we change this?

What is God’s reaction to pride? What does God give us to aid us as we struggle to be humble? (v6)

In what areas do we struggle with pride?

Is the Devil a reality in your life as a Christian? Why/why not?

How can we resist the Devil? What difference does Jesus having died for our sin make to our resistance?

What commands does James give to the recipients? (v8-10) How does he say God will respond if they do these things?

Why does coming near to God mean we have to recognise our sin? Why does James emphasise this?
Are there times to grieve, mourn and wail and rather than laugh and be happy in our relationship with God? (see v9) When might such behaviour be appropriate for  us?
How does recognizing our sin help us avoid pride and be more humble? How does God’s grace help us in these times?

Do you ever feel wretched about your sin? 

In our day-to-day lives, how can we draw near to God and humble ourselves before Him?

Read James 4:11-12.
What does James say not to do? Why?

Why is speaking against fellow Christians so bad?

Whose role is it to judge? What else is he able to do?

How does acknowledging God as judge help us to not speak against and slander others?

When do we condemn others? How can we avoid doing it?

Suggested prayer points:
· Thank God for the grace that he gives us through Jesus death and resurrection

· Pray that we would appreciate how serious our sin is before God and therefore how much he has done for us in Christ

· Pray that our attitude would therefore be more and more one of humility rather than one of pride

Study 6 – James 4:13 to 5:12 – Fragile lives
Read James 4:13 to 5:12. 
What did you notice? 

Focus on 4:13-17.
What attitude towards the future does James criticise? What attitude does he teach?

How does James describe our lives? How do you feel about that?

Do we feel we have to be always in control of our lives? In what ways should we trust God more? 
In what ways do we struggle to do what we know is right? 

Focus on James 5:1-6.
Why are the rich criticised? What are they told to do?

Given that James wrote this letter to the church, it seems likely the rich are part of the church. In what ways might the criticisms of the rich apply to us? 
What is happening to the wealth of the rich? Why? 
How does this criticism of the rich follow on from the attitude towards the future that James commanded in 4:14-15? What does James see as the right use of wealth?
How can we better use our wealth to serve God?

Focus on James 5:7-12. 
How does James address those to whom he writes? What does this communicate?
Do you think of yourself as a Christian as part of a wider family?

Why should we wait patiently now?
What should Jesus’ future return change about our lives now? (v8,9)
How does James use the examples of Job and the prophets to encourage Christians who suffer? What did God eventually bring about?
When do we suffer? How do we cope with it?
How do you find being patient?
Why does James forbid taking a vow? What does he say to do instead?

How does this fit with James’ statement “you do not even know what will happen tomorrow”? (James 4:14)

How should this restriction on taking a vow affect our lives today? 

How does the hope of Christ returning impact our lives? Should it impact them more?

Suggested prayer points:
· Thank God for the certain hope of Christ’s return

· Pray that we would better use out possessions

· Pray for  how we handle suffering and specifically for anyone in the group that is going through a difficult time at the moment
Study 7: James 5:13 to 5:20 – Living in faith

Read James 5:13-20. 
What stands out to you? 

What are the different ways James says we should relate to God? How do these ways relate to the circumstances?

How do you respond to trouble? Is it with prayer?

How do you respond to good things? Is it with praise of God?

How does reacting in prayer and praise change how we see our lives?

Where do you seek help when you are sick? What does James suggest we should do? 

How would you respond if someone said: “With modern medicine, we should call our doctor rather than our elders”?

How and when might this instruction to call our elders apply to your life? 

Why is confession of sin mentioned as being done together with prayer? Does it have any effect on the healing?

If James says this, why aren't such prayers answered all the time?

Should we actually try doing this?

How is Elijah described? Do we think about him and his prayers in the same way James does?

Do we think our prayers can make a significant difference? Why/Why not?

Read Matthew 18:18-20
What strikes you about this passage?

What similarities do you notice with James?

What kind of prayer does Jesus expect will be answered? Why?

Do we think of prayer as a group activity? What difference does praying with other Christians make?

Do we expect God to answer our prayers?

Read James 5:19-20.
What does James mean by wandering from the truth? Can you wander through actions as well as beliefs? 

Is someone wandering from the truth a serious issue for the community of believers? 
Is bringing back the person who wanders from the truth just a matter for the elders or for the whole community of believers? 

What does someone who turns a sinner back from his the error of his ways achieve?
What are we bringing wanderers back to?

How should we respond to someone who is wandering from the truth? What mistakes might we make?

How does the hope that Jesus brings change our attitude towards sin? Towards sinners?

How can we make living as a Christian more something we do together in community and less an individualistic thing? How does that impact our lives now?

Suggested prayer points:
· Thank God that Christ’s death on the cross covers all our sins

· Pray that we would expect God to act more in ours and other people’s lives to spread his Gospel

· Pray that we would be able to pray and live more as a body of believers
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